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-pass the winter here, you will urge upon the lord commissary, if he will deign, to 
send me from my goods in his keeping a warmer cap ; for I suffer greatly from 
cold in the head, being troubled with a continual catarrh, which is aggravated in 

this prison vault. A warm coat also ; for that which I have is very thin But 

above all, I beg and entreat your clemency earnestly to intercede with the lord 
commissary, that he would deign to allow me the use of my Hebrew Bible, Hebrew 
Grammar and Hebrew Lexicon, and that I may employ my time with that study." 
The Prolegomena contains also a most interesting biographical notice of Tyndale, 
as well as a list of his writings. 

Of the Boole of Deuteronomy, Tyndale says in the Prologue : " This is a book 
worthy to be read in day and night, and never to be out of hands. For it is the 
most excellent of all the books of Moses. It is easy also and light and a very pure 
gospel, that is to wit a preaching of faitli and love ; deducing the love to God out 
of faith, and the love of a man's neighbor out of the love of God. Herein also 
thou mayst learn right meditation or contemplation, which is nothing else save 
the calling to mind and a repeating in the lieart of the glorious and wonderful 
•deeds of God and of his terrible handling of his enemies, and merciful entreat- 
ing of them that come when he calleth them, which thing this book doth and 
almost nothing else." 

The quaintness, the simplicity, and the aptness of these prologues is worthy 
•of careful attention. 



THE BOOK OF ESTHER.* 



For nine years a club of four or five parish ministers living in Lowell, Mass., 
.has been holding weeldy meetings for the study of the Old Testament Scriptures 
in their original tongue. Of this time nearly three years were given in furnishing 
.an exposition of the Sunday School Lessons in their city paper. The last five 
years have been devoted to the preparation of the book of which notice is here 
.made. The names of these gentlemen are: Kev. Owen Street, D. D., Eev. John 
W. Haley, M. A., Eev. William P. Alcott, Eev. John M. Greene, D. D. 

A book prepared by such men, under such circumstances, deserves special 
notice. Whatever may be the merit of the work done, the spirit which prompted 
them to undertake it, and the perseverance which enabled them to continue it year 
.after year, notwithstanding the cares and burdens of their pastoral work, are 
worthy of all praise. 

In this connection we cannot but refer to those most excellent words of Prof. 
Green, " We need in the ranks of the pastorate, men who can conduct biblical 
researches and who can prosecute learned critical inquiries ; who can do in their 
own cliosen field of Scripture study, what German evangelical pastors have done, 
— such as Baelir in his '* Symbolism of the Mosaic Cultus," and Eanke in the crit- 
ical defence of tlie genuineness of the Pentateuch, and Fuller in the interpreta- 
tion of the Prophet Daniel, and Keil, who published his learned defence of Chron- 
icles and Ezra when he was a licentiate. "t 



*The Book of Esther; A new translation with Critical Notes, Excursuses, Maps and 
Plans, and Illustrations. By the Lowbll Hebrew Clpb. Edited by Hev. John W. Haley, M. A. 
Andover: Warren F. Draper. 8vo pp. 196. Price, $1.50. 

+ In Moses and the Prophets, p. 3S. 



332 The Old Testament Student. 

The Introduction," pp. 7-27, prepared by Dr. Street, is full and satisfactory. 
The claim of the book to a place among the canonical writings is indicated. The 
events are assigned to the reign of Xerxes, who came to the throne B. C. 485. 
This king is shown to be the only one in whose time the events narrated could 
have transpired. The value of the book as a contribution to universal history is 
considered. The book is anonymous, "but written by a Hebrew who was com- 
petent as an author, contemporary with the events, familiar with the localities, 
characters, and customs of which he speaks, and favored with ample opportunity 
to consult and to quote the public records and the chronicles of the empire." The 
style of the author is briefly discussed, and an outline of the work given. The 
heading of the book might be called, " the dffeatedplot of Haman.'''' 

The translation, of which the gentlemen are joint authors, is certainly a great 
improvement upon that of the Authorized Version. It is a translation and not a 
revision. One may doubt the wisdom of renderings so literal as : What for thee. 
Queen Esther? and what thy request? (v., 3) or the elegance of such a rendering as : 
Hasten Haman to perform the word of Esther (v., 6). 

Por the word hang, impale is used throughout. The rendering, for we are sold, 
I and my people, to destroy [us], to kill [us], and to cause [us] to perish (vii., 4), while 
literal and forcible, is not, we think, desirable. And Haman was falling iipon the 
couch on which Esther was (vii., 8), does not seem so good as. And Haman was 
fallen, etc. Is continued and spoke (viii., 3) better than spoke again ? Other render- 
ings might be cited, in reference to which there is doubt in our mind, but they 
are all of a minor character. With the translation as a whole, including its punc- 
tuation, its arrangement in paragraphs, the use of different sizes of type in a few 
instances, one must be well pleased. 

The commentary on chapters i. and ii. is by Rev. Mr. Alcott; on chapters 
III. and IV., by Eev. Mr. Haley; on chapters v.-, vi. and vii., by Dr. Street; and 
on chapters viii., ix. and x., by Dr. Greene. 

But the most important feature of the book is the sixteen excursuses (pp. 92- 
186): (1) Persian Words and Names; (2) Topography and Buildings; (3) Pave- 
ment and components ; (4) Letters and Posts of the Ancients ; (5) Early Modes of 
Execution; (6) The Jews in Exile; (7) Signet Rings and Seals; (8) The Massa- 
cre; (9) Pasting; (10) The Golden Sceptre; (11) Pate of Royal Pavorites; (12) 
Couriers ; (13) Coursers ; (14) Tribute ; (16) The Unwritten Name ; (16) The Sep- 
tuagint Esther. Too much cannot be said of the careful and painstaking work, 
the results of which are to be seen on every page. The maps added at the end of 
the volume, complete it. 

If any one of our readers desires a fresh and exhaustive "help " to the study 
of the Book of Esther, let him at once obtain a copy of this work. 



LAW OF ASYLUM IN ISRAEL. 



This is a contribution to history, to interpretation and to criticism, though 
chiefly to the last. According to the Wellhausen School of critics, there are three 
distinct legislative codes in the Pentateuch. The first, " The Book of the Cov- 
enant" (Exod. xxi.-xxiii.) is the earliest and may, perhaps, be Mosaic. The 



* The Law of Asylum in Isuaei., historically and critically examined. By Allen Page 
Bisseil, Ph. D. Leipzig: Tlieodore Stauffer. Pp. >8. 



